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Prerequisites for 

REE PRESS 


iE closure of the \eu^s Chrtjnick* 
hiiS been received with ‘'Farc- 
rjr editorials, and crocodile tears; 
ith extravagam headlines “Death 
Fleet StrWt“ (Sunday Times), 
fPoisoD in the (The Obser- 

fen and “The Murder of the A'avi 
:hrimicle^ Statesmm): with 

athedc letters from loyal readers in 
lie Guardimi which opened its cor- 
^fidcocc columns to the j 
^hronidc refugees who refuse the 
rpf} handshake of Lord Rothermere 
Qd his Da/7v Mail: and finaOy, with 
indecent haste by the surviving 
nass circulation press to cash-in 
^tore even the corpse was cold, let 
^lone buried. 

The bombshell which apparently 
it-'the staff of the two “liberar' 
spers' came as no surprise to the 
lock. Exchange where for more 
in^^.tveek before the shares of the 
jcfciaEed Newspapers w'hich con* 
?1 the Mail -group, “had attracted 
juying and had mefr smartly in 
ice"*, and the fact that the Daily 
fail appeared on the morning fol- 
ving the announcement in its new 
use but a poor disguise) and could 
1 m> inform readers that the semces 
Jjpf a nuinber of Sews Chromde 
had been secured by the 
fa/7, makes it clear thai a large 
lumber of joumalists and key men 
both papers must have been fully 
aware for some time of the merger 
id die fate that aw’aited their fellow 
f journalists and the printing and dis¬ 
tributive workers employed by the 
(^dbury group. So w'hiJe one may 
svinpaihise with those employees 
' who deplore the underhanded way 
r in which the Cadbury's disposed of 
their papers, and the shoddy w^ay 


AFRICA 


they treated their staff, the profession 
itself has little to leam where the 
Fleet Street rat race is concerned. 
They have for loo long been an in¬ 
tegral part of it for one to feel 
positively indignant w^hen they arc 
hurt by the monster they have so 
willingly serv'cd. 


pLEET STREET and some of the 

public were shocked by the 
serious unemployment the merger 
had created. 300 editorial staff and 
3.100 printers and other employees 
lost their jobs when the News 
Chronicle and Slot folded up. No- 
one. however, was shocked to leam 
that so many people were needed to 
produce so little f No wonder Fleet 
Street, like Hollywood, is a preserve 
for millionaires! And this was cer¬ 
tainly the case with the Nens 
Chronicle-Star group which had no 
shareholders* interest but was ow'ned 
almost entirely by members of the 
Cadbuiy family. 

In this rarified world of the 
millionaire Press, those employed 
by it enjoy far higher rates of pay 
than their colleagues in the different 
branches of the industry. In fact 
they operate their own wage nego¬ 
tiations with the employers, and 
operate like a freemasonry in keep¬ 
ing out all but their friends and 
relatives from the industry. With 
few outstanding exceptions joumal* 
ism for them is a job, and who 
pays the piper calls the tune. When 
Sevan referred to the British capital¬ 
ist press as ‘"the most prostituted in 
the worid’* surely he was not refer¬ 
ring to the proprietors of iTiat Press 
w^ho have always appeared to us 
blatantly honest in their purely 
ffnanciVl interest in the industry, but 
to their employees who sell them¬ 
selves so easily to the highest bidder. 


Chronicle and the Star, has been a 
life-long reader of the former (he 
gave-up the [alter years ago as un¬ 
readable!) But we must confess 
that we have not shed a tear, because 
the Nen^s Chronicle in its fight for 
mass circulation, had become hardly 
distin^ishable from the gutter press. 
The bigger its headlines became the 
more unreliable was its news; the 
more it struggled for circulation the 
more reactionary became its editorial 
comments and the more trivial its 
features. It lost the finest cartoon¬ 
ist in the country, Vicky, not over 
money, but because it wanted to 
control what he had to say . It lost 


James Cameron, one of the few 
outstanding journalists of integrity 
for reasons not made public, though 
Cameron's *‘farewclC article In the 
Chronicie (June 28) implied that 
what he was expected to write about 
politics for the ‘iiberar' paper was 
hardly more intelligent than what 
the gutter press demands from its 
hacks. {And Cameron, it should be 
added has not popped up in the 
Express nor the Mmll) 

Undoubtedly the News Chronicle 
was not as nauseating as the Daily 
Mail appears to us from our brief 
encounter with it during the past 
week. (We have since changed to 
the Daily Heraid, clearly a serious 
paper for racegoers, and we have 
discovered, a worse newspaper than 
the f>a77y Mail), but this did not 
make it into a good paper We hope 
we shall not be misunderstood when 
wc say that it might well turn out to 


be a good thing that the only 
‘‘popular” daily which had some 
kind of radical tradition should have 
sold-out in the way it did, without 
either consulting its staff or placing 
before its loyal readers the financial 
difficulties it was facing. The more 
or less thinking public need such 
shock treatment to be made aware 
of how little they count in the world 
they live in so long as they content 
themselves with being the spectators, 
the shooters of sli^ans which sound 
very fine, but which it is time they 
realised are meaningless without 
control from below, 

“Freedom of the Press” is one 
such slogan which is now being 
loudly repeated by some of the 
million displaced News Chrcmicle 
readers, and by the unemployed 
Fleet Street journalists- But every 



Band, and Banquets, Flags and Fireworks In the 

AMERICAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN 


0VER 400 Africans in Southern 
Rhodesia are now' held by the 
authorities in “reception centres” 
surrounded by barbed wire. These 
men are categonsed as “spivs, 
loafers and hoodlums” arrested 
under the Vagrancy Act which pro¬ 
vider for the deiaifiment of any 
person of sixteen or over who cannot 
prove that he is employed or with 
some form of subsistence. 

Wc do not doubt that Africans 
have Their share of spivs and hood¬ 
lums. but the 40.000 unemployed In 
5iouthcni Rhodesia cannoi all be 
detained under the Vagrancy Act or 
categorised as sprvs. 

Spivs arc never rodly a threat to 
any j.-svcmmeiii. hut it is obvious 
that what worries the Rhodesian 
authf.rides is that disconientcd and 
unemployed Africans can become a 
p^fitiival force which will threaten the 
intere-H of the while minority. ’ 
This cynical action to be followed 
by a bill empowering the Govern¬ 
ment to sentence anyone caught 
throw-mg Slones u* a minimum sen- 
tencL.rif five years, is pari of the 
Rhodesian Government's plan to 
stamp out African demands which 
go “too far“ in the dircBiion of 
equality, % 

The clause which calls on Afri¬ 
cans to prove employment will allow 
I he aalhnrities “to deal” with some 
of the leaders of the National 
DemocraiK Pany who are: 

onir.'inch’d the Vagrancy Act is 

lo cri c.f ihcm lince thev 
ifif vrnip.'«'Vird and no European can - 
li* cfTTp'oy them because of ihc 
•lewf t-hev *Lar,J fj; '' 


npHE writer of this column. like so 
^ many who have expressed their 
sorrow at the demise of the New^s 


WF/RF ALL LIBERAI.S NOW! 

The Daily Mail has always been in- 
dcpejideni of political parlies, though in 
recent years it has consistently suppor- 
ted progressive Conservatism as the one 
ami-Sodalisi force abk to form an alter^ 
native Government. 

Ii has done so in whm it believes to 
he the interests of the nation It has 
tried to serve ihc people as a whole, and 
not any one section. 

NeverThekss. Jiv ouilook is liberal in 
the true sense of the term, a claim which, 
we are certain, will be endorsed ny 
those fanhlFar with iiv policies and 
opinioiif. 

Didy XfiiiliOci IKl 


RENT RACKFTFFKS 

A deputatiun t«>ld Mr. Ilenr> HfunLv 
Miniuer of tfou%in{f. that tome Londcirr 
biidlurds had demanded lurcond reiti 
increases of iiiorc than fit) pyer cent, aft.’r 
jmrrrases of at least .'U per cent Ihj 
Minister told the depuiation, from the 
AJiT.ondon Private Tenants" ( o-iirdmat 
ing Conirniitec that he WMuId take note 
til Nieji views. 

Allcrwardc Mt K W' Rawlmgs, 
leader of the depulalion said the Minis¬ 
ter had also been told o( a fuiuse cun 
verted into Hats which, wiibin five years, 
fold at a price rnereased from £2.tMK) lu 
£7.()U<J. Tlie rents of a single flat m 
creased in the first place to more than 
mo per cent, and (hen lu a UHdi increase 
of 120 per cent. 


^LTHOUGH we are used to pre- 
eleciioii political antics in this 
country it is still possible to be sur¬ 
prised by the way in w^hich American 
eieciions are conducted. 

The bands and the banquets, the 
flags and the fireworks stimulate in¬ 
terest and excitement. Regrctably 
they do not add to understanding 
nor encourage individual responsi¬ 
bility. 

The competition raging in the 
United States between Mr Kennedy 
and Mr. Nixon for the Presidency 
might persuade the American elec¬ 
torate that there are real differences 
between them, but in fact the Demo¬ 
crats and Rcpublican.s are closer in 
policy than even Labour and Tory 
in Britain. 

The teriipo of the Presideniial 
campaign h characierisiic of other 
a.speels of American life which is im¬ 
pressively dvnamic. The trouble is 
that this tremendous energy is riiis- 
dirccted. as can be seen in the pre- 
seni campaign. 

We have already had in this coun¬ 
try pictorial aL'Ctiunis of the primary 
elections spectacular public shows. 
Now lelevisitm has presented us with 
the two candidates engaged in face 
to face debate, in the austere atnias- 
phere of a TV studio. Neither had 
anything to say which has not al¬ 
ready been said over and over again 
so that the appearances really 
amounted to a personality contest. 

Nixon submitted to the hands of 
the make-up team in an attempt to 
hide his less attracltvc facial features: 


Kennedy spumed powder and paint 
relying on the looks endowed him 
by nature to attract. 

The staled intention of both on 
the political level is to build a mili¬ 
tarily strong America all the better 
to negotiate with the Russians. 

Kennedy’s election cry^ is that the 
present administration has lost 
America much prestige abroad by its 
inept foreign policy; Nixon naturally 
counters this by staling that Ameri¬ 
can prestige has never been higher, 
and appeals to American pride by 
suggesting that Kennedy has no faith 
in the American people, 

Kentiedy sireimously denies this; 
he loves America and the Americans 
and because of this does not want 
to see them misled, 

Nixon su^ests that it may be 
necessary to increase taxation in the 
winter of 196L Kennedy is opposed 
to this, although the Detmicrats are 
in favour of increasing armament cx- 
(■H!ndiiure and aid for “depressed 
areas” for w hich more money has to 
lie found, Nixon dties not deny the 
need for economic assistance to the 
under-developed couniries. a policy 
which will not endear either of them 
to moiicy-coascious .Americans. 

The aftluent picture of American 
.society is slightly shaken by Ken¬ 
nedy’s claim that “17 million Ameri- 
can.s go to bed hungry” and the 
Secretary of Agriculture’s statement 
that 2.^ nnllitm Americans have in¬ 
adequate diets. These are the kind 
t>f unpleasant facts that “good 
Americans” should not discuss in 
public! 


A tactical mistake by Kennedy 
which, may nevertheless find suppon 
from economically depressed groups 
to balance the numbers of voters 
antagonised by his “revelations” 

It seems that Nixon scored a point 
over Kennedy on the question of 
U,S. forces in Quemey and Matsu, 
k is doubtful if the American voter 
understands the intricacies of mili¬ 
tary strategy, but they are well con¬ 
ditioned to react to any mentton of 
Communism. Thus when Kennedy 
stated that experts maintain that 
Quemoy and Matsu are strategically 
indefensible and therefore, U.S. 
troops should be withdrawn. Nixon 
seized on the jxiini to claim that it 
would be a surrender to the Com¬ 
munists. 

We wonder bow many Americans 
objected to his dismissal of the 
people w ho lived there as being “not 
too impitrranf compared to the 
principle, when he fervently reiterat¬ 
ed that he would never tolerate wiih- 
drawal as President of the Lf.S. : — 

The quesuoR is nor rhcsi; two link 
pieces of real ^s^te; they are Ufiimpi>r* 
rant; it itn'i the kw people who live 
them they me not too importaiiL I: 

the principle involved'". 

It si?em.s that Kennedy supporters 
fell ihai Nixon had 'ianded an 
emotional punch” in the exchange 
over Quemoy and Matsu, a mea.sure 
perhaps of the immaturity of the 
American voter who can be per¬ 
suaded that people are not im* 
portant (that is. other people) as 
compared with the fight ag-T-^ 
Communism, real or otherw 


i Giiiiftiiun ). 
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THE APPRENTICES 

The Situation To-day 


iCmtrtmed fFimt pirviou^ isMtt*} 

'tX)DAV appremJce^hip is voJun- 
^ iar> in the Icgaf sense, htn is 
governed nni only by uncodified 
ancieni tradilion varying fram indtis* 
try to indusir)'. but by the Naiional 
Schemes for Apprenticeship agreed 
since the Just war by the two sides 
nf the industry' coneemed. and by 
ihe individual indentures which are 
the basic feature of the system, by 
which the apprentice binds himseif 
!o sen't the employer for a specified 
number of years, and the employer 
undertakes to teach him a given 
trade and at the end of the period 
to give him a cerijficalc which in 
turn earns him the “sk:jllcd ticket'* 
of his union. The National Schemes 
have features of two kinds. The 
first, which are ancient and binding* 
fix the length of service* usually five 
years* and Ihe rigid age limits for 
beginning and ending apprentice' 
ship* usually 16 and 2J years of age 
respectively. The second which are 
new' and discretionary'* provide for 
a w^ritien agreement* for cojlabora- 
lion with the Youth Ernploymeni . 
Service* and for day-release — the 
apprentice attending a technical 
college one day a week at the ex¬ 
pense of the employer. 

The old controversy about the 
number of apprentices has declined 
m importance. The unions* except 
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in printing, btnlermaking and some 
ship-bu riding trades, no longer in¬ 
sist on apprentice ratios* since, as a 
means of restricting entry into skill¬ 
ed occupations* this has become in¬ 
effective because of dilution agree¬ 
ments and because changed techni¬ 
ques have de-skilled many jobs. 
Employers on the other hand no 
longer seek fwith exceptions again* 
a-s the Rochdale apprentices point 
out) to use apprentices as cheap 
labour, since if is no longer so cheap 
in view of the general proportional 
rise of juvenile wages and because 
of the cost of day-release where this 
is operated. The long period of 
service* and the rigid age limits* are 
however powerful factors in limiting 
the number of apprentices. 

h is important to realise that 
apprenticeship only exists in certain 
industries. There are no apprentices* 
other than in rnaimenaiice trades, in 
textiles, the mining industry or on 
the railw'ays. The boot and shoe 
industry ha.s no apprentices* only 
learners, and has developed techni¬ 
ques for leaching skilled operatives 
in a very short time- 

Within vhe trade union movement* 
the craft unions have a vested inter¬ 
est in apprenticeship* white the 
general unions are not well-disposed 
towards the insiitulion* since the 
privilege of apprenticed craftsmen 
are maintained at their members' 
expense. 

Doe.s fhc Ross ^»ef His .Vfonev^s 
Worth? 

Employers have an obvious inter¬ 
est in maintaining the supply of 
industrial skill. Why then is the 
number of apprenticeships not ex¬ 
panding? The answ'er you are usual¬ 
ly given is the high cost of irainitig. 
espectally because of day-release. 
This is the reason why in the build¬ 
ing industry the smaller firms do not 
accept the National Scheme. On the 
other hand employers get tax-relief 
on both the education and the wages 
of apprentices. Asked at what stage 
apprentices cease to be a hindrance 
and become a help* employers get 
cagy and answer anything from “six 
months’’ lo “never*’. Dr. Liepmann 
concludcsd that “as a rule the ser¬ 
vice of craft apprentices was said 
to become profitable to the employ¬ 
er well within ihc first half of their 
term/' 

Does the Roy Gef tin Edueufion? 

Under conditions of day-re lease 
the apprentices aitend courses lead¬ 
ing to the City and Guilds examina- 
lions or the National Certificates. 
So far as practical training is con¬ 
cerned* the employer alone is re¬ 
sponsible* minimum standards are 
not laid dow'n and no test of profi¬ 
ciency is required at the end of the 
period. Some large firms* and some 
smaller ones* mainUiin excellent 
schixils of their own and provide a 
first-rate teschnkal education, Mat¬ 
her and Platt and Enfield Cables are 
famous in this respect, and the 
nationalised industries have a good 
record. So much so ihat when an 
Area Electricity Board offered six 
apprenticeships there were 450 
applicants- 

f>iher large firms are however* st> 
dcpanmenialised that they provide 
a ver>' narrow range of training. 
“i-acU arc iaughi one (branch of 
Jiiachining only; ihm is not our idea 
of being a machtnisi” complains a 
Bristol l>f5y. In many small firms* 
where from the nature of the work* 
the boy is moved on from one job 
lo another, apprentices often feel 
that “they luive the freedom of their 
employer's shop and learn all ihcre 
is to learn in the business". Dr. 
Liepmann comments that w'hile this 
does not mean that the apprentices 
arc right in their judgnicnt “their 
comemment is in telling contrast to 
(he dissatisfaction felt by many 
trade upprcniiccs in larger firms." 
The Shadow of the Ru/jfe 
Concern over ihe low general 
quality of lechnical training in this 



country as compared with that in 
ils industrial rivals* and anxiety 
about the current big increase in the 
teenage population have given rise 
to a spate of investigations and 
recommendations about apprentice* 
ship in the last few years. Between 
the end of the war and 1957 the 
number of school leavers each year 
varied between 600.000 and 650*000 
b<5ys and girls. By 1962 there will 
be 930*000, in 1963* 820*000 and in 
1964* 725,000. But the praponion 
of school leavers entering appren- 
liceships is* if anything^ tending to 
fall. The report of the Carr Com¬ 
mittee (Training* for Skt/i H.M.S.O. 
1958) recommended the eslablish- 
ment of a National Apprenticeship 
Council to foster appreniiccships. 
What actually was set up was an 
Industrial Training Council, under 
the wing of the British Employers’ 
Confcderalion, a body which has 
proved useless. Professor Lady 
Williams in Recruttment to Skided 
Trades (Roulledge 1957) recommen¬ 
ded apprenticeship to an industry 
instead of to an individual firm* a 
method which is employed in the 
building industry in America* and 
which would encourage small firm.s 
to take apprentices. The Engineer¬ 
ing Industries Association recom¬ 
mended group apprenticeship 
schemes to enable apprentices to 
circulate among a number of firms. 
Mr, Austin AIbu alleged in the 
House of Commons on 30/4/59 that 
the EiA's rival, the Engineering 


The Lapps 

South African Foreign Minister 
recently made a eniicism of Swe¬ 
den s Social Democradc Governmem, 
whilst referring to their foreign Minis¬ 
ters attacks agfim,n S<?mh Africa's raciat 
poHcy. 

Mr, Louw^ Slated that the treatment 
of the Lapps in Sweden is synonymous 
with that of Ihe non-white population 
in South Africa, The Lapps are of 
pa ia eoa recta origi n s pea king a Finno- 
Ugric language. Their poputaiion is 
estimated about 3t.CKM) of which l9.tKX> 
are in Norway, K.OOO in Sweden, 2,tXK) 
in Finland and 2,000 in Russia. 

fhe reindeer supplies the Lapps' chief 
wants such as riothing, fond, transport. 
The Lapps have believed to have wart- 
dcred from westerrs Siberia into the 
empty lands of arciic Europe. 

Of the many masters which ihc Lapps 
have had to bear, the Swedes and the 
Russians left the strongest imprint, forc¬ 
ing upon them Ihe Greek Orthodox 
reJtgion, the Swedes (hrough Gustuvus 
Adolphus, tn iheit wake came exp] oilers 
who formed ihe l.apps and even owned 
iherii. 

Mr, t imw nieiiljuried a series ut three 
urlides puhiiBihvil tn die Swedish Liberal 
paper /uwrmrn m IVV> where it was 
sluitd how state hiws and disci iniinaiion 
baias^ (he Lapps. 

I he South African I oretgii Mtnisier'i 
eriiitisni m the “United Naiioni'’ seems 
to point out dial raciat di scrim mat ion is 
iniernaLional, and irt this ca^e we have 
a captlalisi leule caljfnf a capital isi pot 
hlacL Seeing at Sweden ii ihe first to 
give iiielf to the lost causes of The 
fntcrnatjonaf Red Cruai", “Save the 
Cliddten Fund'V •'Refugee Year", etc., 
etc., wtthin a capitalist world. One 
wondm how they justify their "hornani- 
larian" calling nt the Ifeainicni of their 
S.OtW Uppt 

.Vkxdrn* Oct. JU H. 


Empfaycrii’ Ecdcratum. was delibcr- 
uicJy trying to saboluge this s^rheme. 
The Pnndpjii of LlandulT Tccbnicat 
College f / Nov. 1958) 

rcannmended the selling up of bmic 
apprentice iraining schools linnncwl 
by a levy on industry, like the 
French arnfres tf appr<'fitissai>e which 
give a ihrcc-ycur course. The 
Crowthcr Rcp<m (15 to /S* 
HM.S.O, i959) made similar re¬ 
commendations* and urged *Vaad- 
wjch” courses and ’'block release" 
instead of day-release. Dr. Kate 
Liepmann in her very thorough 
study Apprenficeshtp: an c^nqniry 
Into Us adequavy under modern eofh 
dUions fRoutiedge I960) concludes 
that ‘*Con si dering ail circumstances, 
the naltonai inicrest would seem to 
require that the State must take the 
prime responsibility for trafiling for 
industry, both in its quaniHative and 
in its quaiitaiivc aspects” and fin¬ 
ally Margaret Croft in her pamphlet 
Apprenticeship mid the. "Eul^e 
(Fabian Society 1960) surveying 
progress* concludes that “a con¬ 
siderable amount of potential skill 
has already been wasted during the 
fast two years, owing to the inaction 
of both industry and governmcniT 

H7oif Does it Add up to? 

Our first conclusion is that the 
apprefiiices themselves* in the alti¬ 
tudes that emerged in this year’s 
strike and in. for instance, the Roch¬ 
dale Progress group are right. In 
their demand for a bigger slice of 
their industry’s cake, in their con¬ 
tempt for antiquated systems of de¬ 
marcation which set up barriers 
between workers whose interests are 
the same* and in their demand for 
improvements in educational pro¬ 
visions. None of the studiies and 
reports dreams of mentiojiing the 
idea of a national committee or 
naltonai union of apprentices to 
press for their own interests, none 
of them produces so sensible an idea 
as the local commilfee of appreti- 
ticcs to supervise their own praefi- 
cal training that Progress envisages. 

The '*nattonal interest” arguments 
evoked by many of the critics leave 
us cold. U is perfectly true that a 
nation that spends so small a per¬ 
centage of its income as we do on 
education is going to reap the fruit 
of this neglect, Bui in the specific 


F R E E D O 

field td technical ^'duca^joIl 
does the tuition;il imcreHt dcnii»nili 
Ballistic mis.siJcs* mrwn mck^-tN* ^ 
new Cu Harder? Whaicvcr the alkjz-l 
cd national interest demands ti wfil| 
rapidly provide training for. - 
influx of millions of wmkm mol 
the engineering industry in the tasll 
war showed. The failure of 
many app rent ices to obtain thrirl 
City and Guilds or National CertiM 
calcs because of their weakness in 
mathematics is a re Hoc lion of i 
state of maths, teaching m : 
primary and secondary ^hoo 
which in turn, as Dr. Kaihle 
Gllerenshaw ("How Not 10 
M a t he m a (ics " Smidav T it ties I 6. 5H 
and Dr, J. Bmnowski (‘'Maths as i 
Liinguugc" Ohser%-er 25,L59k haV 
shown* as the result of faulty icaclj 
ing methods, and a failure to af 
to leaching practice the lesions 
cducatitmal psychology. But m 
society which concentrates its 
teachers on an intellectual elite. 
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musi not be surprised that die 
oriiy are given so sketchy u grour 
ing in basic mental techniques, 
is the t^eneraf educalion of appre^ 
itceships that gives most cause 
alarm. 

Restrieted lo One Joh 
Two features of apprcnliLCS 
which the reports show to be resir 
live and antiquated are the rigid ag 
limits and the length of training 
On the latter, a Youth Employme^ 
Officer* Miss . Croft, makes 
reasonable suggestion: 

"Some trades obviously tike longer tlj 
learn than others, quite apart from tli 
fact that madern training methods mak 
the traditional length of all of them look 
antiquaicd. Presttj^ and status play a 
big pan. and no Trade unkuiist is wtllin^ 
ID admit that his own trade is less skilled 
than othcfs, which is very human and 
MT' CoBtiaud aa p. 4 


St. Pan eras 


Everyone would like to go to bed: 

And ter the tenants of S/. Fancras bleed instead — 

Whose demimstration inks a river down 
The streeAniap of the sleeping town, 

A well-bred Tory hoatdm:e grins 
At worker-speakers on the platform of their sins: 

harmless anfk\ anathronistic, gofie: 

A thousand well-paid policemefi draw them ori,” 

In HendtPK Pinner, Harrow, Chelsea, Bantes. St. Johns Wood 
C hristopher Robin is saying his prayers: 

*‘God protect Daddfs gtdihedged shares. 

Children’s Hour taught me it had to be so^ 

God Queen Country mid the Status Quo” 

through the bottienex'k of Thursday night 
This human river flowed by the iighi of its Ohti light 
Into a skUful statj-coliege tactical trap 
Workiuf out on an ordnance survey map 
By Christopher Robins father in a ayppefs cap, 

Kent, impersotiiii, an officer first and last 
Waits to signal in his of the past 

A fm eless bim^k atti^ k by Metropoiitan ghurkas 
Agaimt a peatrful procession of St. Paticras workers. 

Antique, barbarous, the sword of history wniy drawn 
The demmmratUm quartered like an idea worn 
h ot hmg enough to train its own street fighters. 

Coppers are the sediment of workers souls 
A minute scorpiwMail of poism stinging 
The unheard voiees buried deep but singing 
Of primeval prtfblems and their one solution ; 

'In the beginnng were the people 
And when God spake, (he word was Revoiutiem" 

Alan SiiiiroE, 
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'rereqiiisites for 
A FREE PRESS 

|ne .of thost rciiders must have 
Jfirtwn that the price they paid for 
newspaper hardly covered ihe 
of the paper on which ii was 
[Tinted, and that the continued pub- 
taLion M *'ihcir'’ favourite daily 
ended on its being considered a 
anhwhife medium for the national 
ivertisers. 

he public’s indifference to the 
iom of the Press was demon- 
ated when in IW, because of 
Sing costs, the jVeiis- Clirorticie 
iised its price from 2d to 2Jd, 
“liat extra Jd. lost the paper 230.(>0^0 
pdensT Mr Cadbury in his 
iiar> statement declared that in 
first 9 months of this year the 
f{mic!e and Star, between them 
lost £300,000. A lot of money 
,you or me. but if the 1300,000 
readers, lovers of freedom of 
press, had paid 3d. instead of 
for their paper in a year Mr 
kdbury s coffers would have 
lied by nearly £I million gross, 
en the newspaper sellers on the 
cKomers could have received 
^ttlc extra recognition for their 
pices to ih^ree press! The fact 
he did n^try’ to do this does 
mean that he and his advisers 
not think of it. but that perhaps 
fch the. experience of what hap- 
fned three years ago it was felt 
" a further substantia] drop in 
filiation would result in a further 
in advertising revenue. The 
story of the vicious spiral 
■fave we exaggerated the question 
public meanness when it is a 
stfon of paying an extra Jd. to 
^y the '"freedom of the press”? 
"shall sec where the million 
ner News Chronicle readers go 
their daily news ration. 

★ 

fE GUARDIAN which is by far 
a better paper than was the 
^:^hronkfe has a drcalation of about 
^250.000, It is a sober, safe, infor¬ 
mative national newspaper which 
eschews sensationalism and upholds 
the best traditions of journal ism. Ii 
^ a liberal paper, a paper of the 
centre. It is solid and. apart from 
iccasional unorthodox letters in its 
coirespondcDCc columns, can ^ 
relied upon to view human affairs 
with its feet well planted on the 
^ound After all it is now a 
National newspaper and this status 
apparently carries special respon¬ 
sibilities. the principle of which is 
*hat there is no room in its columns, 
editorial or feature, for anything but 
orthodox, establishment, ideas. 

On Black Tuesday it wrote its 
‘Tarewell” to its two liberal co/i- 
jrere^ and even exaggerated the facts 
when it declared that they had "^gonc 
down wjth flags flying and guns 
firing . But then write dispas- 


do with ihe avoidance of paying 
Death Duties than with guarantee¬ 
ing a public service, the Gtumlian 
at least, is not in the business for the 
benefit of .shareholders. But the 
Guardum a staunch upholder of the 
capitalist system, government and 
the stmt4s i^uo, looks upon the dis¬ 
semination of news as essential but 
a I the same time a service which 
should be provided only if the public 
pays for il. Viewed from a strictly 
practical point of view, we have no 
objection to this, Wc consider it 
sheer hypocrisy however when the 
Guardian is sold to the public at a 
third or a quarter of it.s economic 
price simply because it has succeed¬ 
ed in persuading advertisers that it 
is in their interest to subsidise the 
other two thirds. Clearly, the day 
the advertisers cease to consider the 
Guardian a profitable medium for 
selling their goods or services either 
it must ask 9d. or 1/- from its 
readers or give up as the News 
Chronicle has done with more than 
four time.s the Guardian's circula¬ 
tion. Today, even the Guardian 
would not hold its 250.000 readers 
at that price, not because it is not 
worth the price of 4 cigarettes or a 
I^und of sugar but because the pub¬ 
lic has been conditioned to accept 
the Press as a service subsidised by 
the Advertising industry. And the 
Press has only itself to blame for 
this. 

Tt is obvious that for decades the 
newspaper proprietors realised ihat 
they could make more money out of 
the Press by using it as a medium 
for advertising than as a serious 
medium for news. Circulation there¬ 
fore is the means not to a better 
newspaper but to a larger advertis¬ 
ing revenue. Hence all mass circu¬ 
lation papers are sold at a nominal 
price. An extra Jd. on the price 
and they are either ‘"quality” papers 
or the Daily Worker — but subsidised 
papers ju.st the same. 


UNFORTUNATELY, instead of 
learning from experience both 
the public and the professionals con¬ 
tinue to think in the same terms and 
with the same values as in the past. 
We will concede that the Guardian 
did write in one of its editorials 
WilJ others go ihe- way of the Nrws 
Ciittmicie, the Star and the Empire 
News'} It seems all too likely. Adver¬ 
tising revenue now dominates the econo¬ 
my of any newspaper, and the tendency, 
except where much local advertising 
exists, is to strengthen the strong publi¬ 
cations and weaken the weak But 
enterprise and the use of new techniques 
—helped by a higher critical standard 
among readers—can itij| save casualties. 

But this docs not go far enough, as 
we will attempt to show. On the 
other hand professionals such as Mr. 
Francis Williams, agree with our ap¬ 
proach on two issues. In his article 
in last week’s Sunday Times he 
argues that the price of newspapers 
is still “far too cheap by overseas 
standards” and an increase in price 
would help middle-group papers if 
”(hey could hold circulations at the 
higher price” and thereby lessening 
ihcir dependence “to some extent on 
advertising. But it is unlikely to be 
taken until the successful newspaper 
publishers find it necessary”. He 


sionatejy about the death of friends also thinks that costs could be cut, 
L not easy”. By Friday however the But we part company when he 
hard fact.s of life had taken over. 

“An uneconomic newspaper like an 


uneconomic pii. must dose: that is 
inevitable”. Whh such an approach 
by the Guardian what hope is left 
loT the freedom of the Press? 

Lei us face the realities as they 
arc for iten we. the public, may 
draw strssi^ from rmr knowledge. 
Wc use the example of the Guardian 
because though of the National 
pi^eai ti^rmclves to the 
abik behind a feieadc of a Trust,* 
probably much more to 

^Thf Ohserver wHiefi ii uiclf a Tr.iti 
tommemed that rrusi. 


wnlcs 

if ciJ^rs could be lowered ihen if Wijuld 
possible tm ilie evidence of I fie 
quality PrcM lhai viuble circulationti of 
between one mijlron and 1..5fK),<l0U could 
he obiiined for daily papers in ihe mid¬ 
dle group 'Oiorc ^riou^ ihun I he pa pern 
of circulafron, comprehensive 

ihan thoae in the pre^nr quality sector 

But m any such effori advertisers und 
I heir agents mim he prepared to play 
their part. It cannot be in their imeresr, 
on purely commercial grounds alone, to 
see rheir uullels steadily reduced. And 
n is difliculi to bclfcve ihai in a pros- 
perous society eirculalions of ibur order, 
which means readerships of three lo four 
mil lion, could not now have consider- 


vriu need ^ miJIlon, couio nwi nt 

to rw a P'>P«lar advcfliMrs’value. 

***^ W monev ll is ridiculou.s lo suppose that a 

“notT“ press can Misi so long as it tic 

^rible commmfiiy. The iS ® existence on the 

Chroakifs particular form of -iruir national advertisers, 

cwship turned out us mean very to whom Mr. Williams makes his 

appeal not as lovers of freedonj but 


purely commercial grounds 
alone”. For a free pres.s may well 
feel obliged to attack those “purely 
commercial grounds” by which the 
advertisers make iheir profits, and 
to do so. if they depend on adver¬ 
tising. would mean the death of their 
papers. We also very much doubt 
whether a mass circu la lion press as 
envisaged by Mr. Williams as 
‘'viable” can be free in tbc true 
sense of the word. Indeed we are 
convinced that ihe press is free only 
when it springs from the need of a 
community; when it exists because 
a community has given it life. For 
thi.s reason we do not believe Ihai 
the mass circulation press can ever 
be other than ti is in this country— 
or in Russia. 

★ 

the action cominiltec of the staff 
of the Ne^^s Chronicle which 
plans to start a new “radical pub¬ 
lication” was last Sunday circulating 
a statement of what the Observer 
calls “moral support from leading 
figures in many walks of life” The 
statement reads 

"We. the UTTcfersigned, believing ihai 
Ihe country suffers from the mcrcasiiiH 
conceniraiion of the mass-circulaiion 
national Press into tbc hands of a few 
people, recognise that there is an urgent 
need to promote a revival of independent 
and responsible popular journalism. 

”We accordinely welcome the elTurls 
of former members of the siatf of the 
News Ciirotiide lo keep ajjvc ihe tradi¬ 
tions of that newspaper and wish them 
success in iheir campaign to promote a 
publication for that purpose." 

An rndependeni and responsible 
newspaper will need more than 


moral support. Will those among 
the signatories who arc publicists 
agree to wilhhnld ilieir collaboration 
from the gutter pre.ss and promise to 
write for the new paper for a rcason- 
ahie fee? Unless they are prepared 
lo do this (hey should be written off 
as “phoneys”. 

As to the aciion committee, they 
are quoted in the Observer as hav¬ 
ing already set up a newspaper 
organisation in miniature and as 
having said that it would be “an en¬ 
tirely full-time professional venture 
and that the Editor would be a 
damn good radical and a damn 
good professional”. But they have 
not said a word of where wc, the 
readers come into this set-up. The 
Guardian quotes the Committee as 
saying that “public, political and 
financial support %vas growing for the 
idea of a new radical daily news¬ 
paper . . , Several potential backers 
had said they would like to discuss 
the project this week”. This, to our 
minds is a bad start for the news¬ 
paper in spile of the committee’s 
assurance that “such a new paper 
would be along new lines, catering 
for all radicals and providing a 
forum for every shade of Left of 
Centre opinion.”. Such a paper 
not only must not rely on adver¬ 
tisers but should also steer clear of 
“several potential backers” if it in¬ 
tends to keep its hands clean and 
really serve a public need. In which 
case it should seek to contact its 
public first, and make its financial 
appeal lo those who will be its 
readers. Let each one of them have 
a stake in the new paper, by which 


vi'e mean let tlient lake a modv-i 
financial risk but also give them an 
opportunity of having a say as well 
as feeling a sense of responsibility 
for the success of the new venture. 
Furthermore may we suggest that 
the action comniiitcc slarl off on the 
right fool if they really intend to 
run the paper “along new lines" by 
abolishing dilTercnlials and liier- 
arebies among ihemselves. Let them 
establish a basic salary for all con¬ 
cerned with Ihe production of the 
paper (with allowances for those 
with families and other similar com¬ 
mitments), thereby recognising that 
every person employed on the ven¬ 
ture is performing a useful job, is 
coniribuiing to the best of his ability 
to the success of the venture. 

Clearly ihe monrcni is ripe for a 
real radical newspaper, which the 
News Chronicle was not. Whether 
the sclFappoinled action committee 
of ex-employees of the News Chron¬ 
icle are the right people, in view of 
the depth Lo which that paper had 
sunk in the last years, and for which 
they must accej^t their share of the 
responsibility, is another matter. 
We regret that all we can do is to 
wail and sec, especially since, for a 
long time wc have maintained that a 
radical daily with only a 20,000 cir- 
Gulaiion was an economic possibility. 
We specially regret that the initiative 
should be left to those who until a 
fortnight ago were quite content to 
earn very comfortable livings hack¬ 
ing away for the millionaire Press, 
Only in unemployment have they 
discovered their true souls. Well, 
let’s see whal they have lo olferl 


AROUND THE GALLERIES 

VAN GOGH’S ‘POTATO EATERS’ 


Ihe 27th of July in the year 1890, 
Vincent van Gogh tried with 
fumbling hands to end his troubled life 
and even this self-sought oblivion was 
denied him. for the hand that held the 
brush could not wield the gun and it 
took six months for the life to drain 
from his broken body. The painter 
whose Iasi words were **misery will never 
end'\ was laid in the soil of the tiny 
churchyard of Auver-sur Oise to await 
his brother Theo, and the hawkers and 
the hucksters fluttered down like pale 
vultures to profit from the discarded 
canvases of this tragic painter. 

Yet van Gogh's suicide was as inevh- 
able as the death of Oedipus, for his life 
was a life of retreat until even the agony 
of personal solitude was lOo much to 
bear. He saw evil in all things and 
cried oui against it but he had no answer 
to the sorrow and misery that he so de¬ 
liberately sought. The Dutch youth 
that was mocked by his landlady’s 
daughter became the art salesman who 
despised commerce and ihe incompetent 
schoolmaster became the droning preach¬ 
er. Unable to compromise with evil he 
could only seek his salvation in the 
misery of others and in return for the 
gift of his worn coat he could only ask 
lo be allowed to share their tears and 
bind their wounds. 

In 1885 van Gogh painted what was 
fur him his most imporiani painling for 
he had rejected the dark misery of ihi 
coal miners and under the liiemry influ- 
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ence of Zola he again sought a personal 
salvation in the shadowed huts of the 
Dutch peasants. It was in that year that 
van Gogh painted the "Potato eaters” 
and in a letter to his brother Theo he 
wrote: "I intend to keep in mind the 
suggestion to the spectator that these 
people eating their potatoes under the 
lamp and putting their hands in the 
plate have also tilled the sorl so that 
my picture praises both manual labour 
and the food that they have so honestly 
themselves procured, 1 intended that 
the painting should make people ihink 
of a way of life entirely different from 
our own civilised one. So I have no 
wish whatever for anyone to consider the 
work beauiiful or good," 

But this painting marked van Gogh's 
last grasp with the world around him 
and from the black, soil of Nuenen he 
fled to the parochial world ot Paris and 
to a palcuc of warm bright colours. 
Always in retreat he poured his heart’s 
sickness and his sorrow onto canvases 
that sang of ihe golden killing sun and 
when the colours no longer lulled his 
lircd soul into sweet oblivion, he killed 
himself. To the Marlborough Fine Art 
Gallery at 39 Old Bond Street. W.l. 
they have come, the tourist and the well- 
heeled matron, the drifting diletianre 
and the bored schoolgirls to bear witness 
to the greamess of Vincent van Gogh, 
for this lush gallery is showing 18 self 
ponraiis and there they hang, this sad 
record of human despair. The eyes watch 
us as we drift around the room and the 
colours glow as all the bocks have 
staled, but we English love him becau^ie 
like our food wu like our artists, our 
poets and our politicians to be over ripe 
and rotten. Ort the background of his 
own painted luce upon the canvas van 
Gogh laid his bright beads of colour 
and only ihe dark eye^i soon lo he 
glared ifi death formed an anchorage 
in this w'hirlpool of greens and reds and 
blues and yellows. Like his compatriot 
Mondrian he so arranged his colour n and 
Iheir position on his canvas that il be- 
cunie run an act of painting hui a ritnal, 
for like a priesi counting his beads van 
Gogh traversed the map of his own mask 
and repeated and repcuieil ihe patlern 
of hjs brush strokes. And when I left 
the gallery 1 lramped from the 1aic lo 
the Naiional Gallery and into every prim 
shop in Bond Si reel and Ihe Chari ng 
Cross Road, even to the Ganynied Press 
in arl loving Great Turnstile in Hoi born 
and in each one I asked for a copy of 
Viftceiu van Gogh’s "Poiaio eaters" and 
(heir answers ranged from amusement 
lo contempt and even to anger that one 
should expect the reproducers of Great 
Paintings to wasic time and money on 
stuff Ihat nobody ever asks for, for these 


kulture hucksters with rhe souls of stage 
butchers arc as indifferent to what ihey 
hawk as the cashier in a flash self'Scrvice 
shop. 

Here is one of the great artists of the 
I9lh century and in the greatest an mar¬ 
ket capital of the world it is impossible 
buy a reproduction of one of his 
major works^ for the shopkeepers and the 
commercial printers have decided that 
there is insufficient pioffi so lo hell with 
culture and would anyone like an earless 
portrait of a balmy artist, frame e.xtra. 
But all we can do is to purge our anger 
with a mild amusement and to do that 
we can only read the catalogues of ihe 
passing shows. 

The J.C.A. have been offering .Matter 
Painting and Lawrence Alloway aJibies 
that Robert Melville of the Arthur Jef- 
fress Gallery dreamed up the idea for 
the exhibition. The title, a niaficre, is 
part of the jargon of French art critics 
and our lads are trying to use it for that 
style of painting demonstrated by ihe 
Beaux Arts school of muscle painters 
when the paint is inches thick, Rem¬ 
brandt used the same gimmick in 1655 
when he pa in led Hendrickje Sloffels but 
like Liberace our boys are all gimmicks 
and no talent. 

Finally, to end this depressing 
one could go along to the Mokan Gab 
Icry to view Gillian Ayres sad daubs and 
rend another Alloway catalogue. 

Arihlir MuS'Sd. 


MANAGING FHE 
MANAGERS 

A change in product ion methods 
which will increase output, has been 
started at Nonhficid Colliery, Shotis. 
Lanarkshire, which is due lo bo closed 
next year as uneconomic, 

A smaller undercui^ii has boon re¬ 
duced from 4ifi. to 3|ft. — was intro¬ 
duced in the rnain section of the colliery. 
h will mean a shallower "bite" into the 
lace line during coal cutting operations 
and wifi ensure that the coaf will be 
taken out every day, 

Mf. William Moore, the National 
Union of Mineworkers branch delegate, 
said: "Wc have been advocating a 
smaikr undercut for about a year, and 
now ihe managemeru has finally agreed 
to it. This new method will iniTease 
production and also extend the life of 
the field of coal being worked. Pre¬ 
viously the coal in this section was taken 
out only two or three times a wede/' 
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|-v£SPlT£ itt^asciieJ ift FKtt 

^ DOW * rortfligJit jgo. t^ic prcwnL 
,f. iiw Ubour Panv unjwtfocdco 
.-WL bccauit t«ci 

^*jjrrdv Of splits, bciorv'—i^ij 
CVkiTVi? *> dl5ilC hul iK^UiJ 

;iK- cn'V‘0<ui>5ni li quite iliiScrcnr. 

BciCKC oiraumJan»K> were 

iiWjv^ ,av^jWc w afsant!.ixi 

MovetacAi. whatev-er iii lc3<Jers 
^,1; ;fiuv m l'^3l more itiuiO ihree milHon 
^'efc uncfTtployod. But tooay the 
■RevUionri^ ixgunioni^—that prola^Kiin 

vjie^'CiJfiseiouiiWiv and pirty loy;il[> 

-TO ion^jer reliable iaeicauie oJ the 
viorkerik’ prosiperay ii>d the GKiS£r^4- 

::vei' moOcraDoiv;— l>, obvjiouiJy' broadly 
TTDc. wi iooj^ ol course the woiiLcr^ 
go oo be pro9i|>er«>uk Aod the Coosicr- 
£o or tfiinniixig ihcir sadi to the 
various witkdb o: ciuoge- The wiepk; 
lae: !hat JvSl the cocai Labour 

votO dcci:ocO >^cadily ::i abiiOluTe 

wei rcL:.vc tcroiv arikl dvre ci Fio 
prospea oi any Tcroa^ r future eSec^ 
urdCM there arc great changoa^ 

ci:hcr in the work! or Labour 

Par > itiei! 

This the %;>:u4tiein m v^ hich a reign- 
Leader o: the ^~ty ,> bemg idsrectly 
eageo :or lac iifii ttisc mice *V2Z 
V{aerWii%4M2 oiutcd CZyne^— 
r—- .1- * . precedetio M«v‘ 

Dc-^-^iC Ocverted in ,vSi; tJLn*bur> 
v.veJ .. -es;gr,ir»t: after &bvio's alUck 

r. .'^y Ai'iee ifcai never openly chai- 
St nc Scvanitot preferred to 
t’r inc moce»ion Bui ^mcc 
ivfi The .n the Parcy—made 

i-f - comb.aatjOft oi Soo 42 ret am- 
.Tc^ Ti. Kca; Hardie^ George LanS' 
^-r i.-s^ Bevar. -nai been 

■i-'r-eu oaiiutcL huaicli Since 

:r^ BoOgei lar JUi hmueif been one 

e2-e- “&e-4ihior.^i.:i'’ and n has 

ciear %^ncc the jyiv Eicc- 
i-^'" tTrj! T.,i;-r.;:-i thw*y to one Of the 
;^-. -ivv . Pifij .viher inaij to the 
'; ^cnc:-j^ Thu% the second wm- 
.. ;ia*c .Tr wfiat i& j dcdining 

e *, ."jn ft..; unity 

w r.'-e I_ifv>u/- p-^y hov been 


Labour in Labour 


p^- 


it kiOK: eoahifOn ever >inec’-'»ir even 
before—t<.>undauon. A\ wen being 
a coalition Cfi' iw/rrear* meiuJing crati 
unions, general unjona. hurcauerji^^, 
carecruaiv irucNcetuah. co^opcranves, 
etc.. ti has aJway^s been a coahiion of 
iirtiVu+fri. and in, the prnrieni ^plii—as m 
a^l previOu-v orntv—both :iidok eomist of 
coaiiijons. Gaiiikeir Icadi the ’"Revu- 
ionisf"' inieJieciuaL, the oid^'a^hioned 
trade-unionists, and mosi of the bureau- 
craLv and careerists; and in the bactv- 
ground the entire Conservative and 
Liberal press and moit "responaibk” 
opinion in the country, praidling him ftir 
hU statesmanship and courage m defy¬ 
ing his own Party and. insisting on his 
right (if he is ew Prune Minister) to 
inemcrate the wodd in dcieiiee oi Frog* 
naj Gardens. The third simple fact is 
that, like Joseph Chamberiain acid David 
Uoyd George and Ramsay MacDonald, 
Hugh Caitskcll has ratted, 

Mliai of the opposition? Inevitably, 
the further '"JefC you go. the more 
people are going to dtsagfoc; for while 
there IS only one way to preserve society 
as It is, there are thousands of ways of 
changing «. li is therefore a pretty 
good rale that any left-wing opposition 
in the Labour E*any will normally be 
ses'ereiy fragmented. At the moment 
the opposition is united on only tw'O 
things: the Bomb must go. and Gaits- 
kdi must go. Thus the pacifists, the 
feiiow-traveUers (and the Trotskyists and 
Comimicusi^ in the unions), the socblis^s 
(whether of the Old Left—"Vicloo' 
Snaalism”—or of the New Left), and 
severai other smaller dements, are tem¬ 
porarily ioinod together as unilateralists- 
Of course Caitsken and MacmiJfan are 
actually umLateriatisis dc but only 

through the force of circumstances; the 
present Labour opposition is at the 
momeni it^uiralm —that is. h proposes 
to leave the Western Alliance. TTiis will 
be denied by many of GaitskeU’s oppo¬ 
nents. bui It is ^Aie nevcahdcss. But 
there isn't the slightest prospcci of win- 
rung elections with a neutralist pro¬ 
gramme. especially with nationalisation 
and nigh laitation as well. Thi; fourth 
Mmple fact is that unless drcumsiances 


change drastically the opposition in the 
laibour Party i> doomed. 

Third Party Kii^ks 
Th,: viiuation then is that Labour 
in deciine, despite ii* twelve million odd 
votes; that the Labour Party is split; 
that the Labour Leader is in no valid 
sense a Soeialist; and tbai the Labour 
opposition cannot hope to win power. 
All this of course would alter if there 
were an econontic crisis, av Crossman 
prophesies, or if the Conservatives 
plucked up enough courage to dismanik 
the Welfare Stare, which is far more 
Jikely. Barring such an eventuality in 
the immediate future, what is the pros¬ 
pect? Can either side win in any real 
sense? Gaitskcil is pledged to ''light 
and right and fight again '; and already 
opinion is being mobilised behind him 
and against his opponents. The way 
this h being done can be illustraied by 
one example. A branch meeting of the 
Trampori & General Workers' Union 
was called in Tmnipon House on 
October lith to hear a report from the 
delegate at Scarborough; in the meeting 
a resolution was proposed w-iihout warn- 
ing to censure Frank Cousins for exceed¬ 
ing his mandate at the Conference—it 
was passed by IS votes to Id. This was 
leaked to the Daily Mad-, what was not 
leaked was that no notice was given of 
the resolution, that those who voted for 
it had been fore-warned, that those who 
spoke for it had prepared speeches, and 
that the union members who weren|i 
there heard nothing about the vote until 
the news appeared in the press! Alto¬ 
gether a rather peculiar proceeding. If 
Galtsken is to secure a firm victoo- 
tbere will be similarly squalid battles in 
all the union and constituency branches, 
and in the end the Labour Party will 
loise what little principle it has left. 

On the other hand it is almost irnpos- 
s'jblc to believe that the neutralists couU 
take over the Party either; and even if 
They succeeded in this they would be 
lucky to gel half the twelve million 
Labour votes,. Now all this is realised 
by most people who work in or for the 
Party, and some sort of compromise will 
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ad^c in the Crowthcr repon reminds 
us (hut: 

'A boy who enters industry today wjil 
not reiuc until well into the next cen- 
lury. In that time the odds are that he 
w^ill icc at Icait one complete technologi¬ 
cal revolution in his industry. The job 
)w Will hold when he hccomes a grand¬ 
father may not exi^t at all today; ii will 
lx; concerned wuh proccssics not yet in¬ 
vented. U4ing machines still lO be de- 
signed. “ 

In Use light of such aj) ohservi- 
tioc. the quesaon or iadividuil craft 
trainiog becomes less imponani 
than that of j higher level of gcD^- 
ral education, an education for ver- 
satiliiy and initijuve^ and ibc ^ucs- 
liofi of mdividuaJ craft pnvilcgos 
and dilicrcntials becomes com- 
ptocly oOiOicie, compared with 
choc oi tfic workers* shar^ in the 
comiol of pifoductive processes. The 
need for a OJlfereni kuiJ of indus- 
Eiial o/j^nSation than that of 
/Rasters and men, of which appreii' 
titaesJiup ti on heir Is not oiscLissec 
ID ^Jt these Studies. Bui when 
m arhek tn Che Rmchdalc apprea- 
IKt/a tUa^aZUk* asiis: Ate Foremen 
KeceotiiryV we tuve to /chect ilkat 
thib lb 401 4 fnvotou* ^uesuon For 
SC>IIUW Mdi|]i4/i*> ^UiJ> 
ct ooe Utjfe r^ibia ItmL 
A/adtdtijF Pit*iim:P)fUy (see FiO i ■ 
MW M 40 d 2$.lr/Mb40d 2/7/6bL 
I^M» 10 Jl 
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^>)ii|j,ii}p|> k>v- i^ikimh.:i . A vjfijar- 

iiLc IHarolU Wii»Ofi might, tha i^cw 

Snttr^tmm cake on the mantia 

of Nyc; or on^ of the cldir luicwncn 
might hv Called £>fi to take on that .a 
Ctncmnaiui; at aU cvc/>Iv ihc mc^^Mgc 
wtil go Out that now t% the rime for all 
gen'd men to con«: to the aid of the 
Pany. Already pcopk hke Croysman 
and Wedgwood Bcim arc trying to find 
a formula acceptable to moderate uni- 
lateraliyu itKl mu It iUlcfalBta alike. Their 
immediate fear i* a head-on claih be- 
rweeit Conference and the Pariiamen ury 
f^rty. for here neither iide can pov- 
sibly "win '. As Kcir Hurdie said in 
1^7, "If the members cannot be trus¬ 
ted to be loyal and faithful to iheir great 
trust, then no programme and no regu- 
larions wil] be of any avail." The trouble 
is that when the Party has been in the 
position of accepting cot^npijon anJ 
the Bomb for years there isn’t much 
"great trust" left. But all the coostitu- 
lional wrangles arc really bogus; every¬ 
one on both sides intends to "fight and 
fight and fight again", so long as there 
ii a Party left to fight jn. They ail hope 
that the inertia of a large poliiical organ¬ 
isation that has existed for sixty years 
will see them through, though what hap¬ 
pened to the Liberals m 1 ^ and 1916 
is a feart'ul warning. 

Mention of the Liberals raises the 
question of whether they will be able 
to profit by the Labour crises—either by 
beating the "Revisionists" at their own 
game, or else by joining up with them 
in a LiVLab alliance. The possibility 
of a GaitskelhGrimond coalition is rcaily 
very remore. but odder things have hap¬ 
pened in poliric^ What about a com- 


plcicly tww p,r,y. yju 

pamphlci fita^ C^ufipcii Wbur 
Do^ur, h.i> air^dy h«„ 

FR££t»M. ^nd the idea of unaitacitL 
radical hbertarian party tv ot course" 
perennial source of la.vcirmuiisn (or <f| 
illuikioned lofi-wing infeUcctu*L4v Iri ^ 
Michael Young is very much 4 Lib^ 
man. and the pamphlet wav mc-*ri( ' 
put pressure on the Labour Pany i<i 
up the increasingly popular cauw , 
holplcs> consumer. The iroubic wav i,2 
he suddenly sprang n 00 ihc FabiS 
with it> original title of a Nrw 
gre±s/i'ir Party/ and ihsivtcd that it vho 
appear immediately before ihe Confiq 
ence openedp which vras too 
even for that tolerant b^Vi 
rejected by only 6 votes to 5 : 

abstentions, so it was a near thing. 
Liberal ptem has of course wek^ 
The pamphlet with open columna, 
its last sentence hoping chat Labour j 
turn out to bo the new progressive j ' 
after all. And the fact rcmalRS ih 
third party could appear in strength") 
cepr on the ruins Of one of the 
existing enormities. Ih 1959 ihc 
a Is more than doubled their votojjjl 
six seats remained their portion^ 
two of these depend on 
support. No, Che only chance for a j 
pany when all regions and clas 
well represented already—so long 
present electoral system is pre 
is the complete disintegration 
Labour Puny. 


the stage of boredom is reached is moved 
to increasingly complex operations. In 
effect the man or woman sers'cs in ap¬ 
prenticeship of sorts while earning luL 
pay as a gang member. They arc all 
paid the some regardless of skill. The 
clever man will do ihe clever job—be¬ 
cause he can and because he likes It- 
The noi-so-cJever (or even stupid) will 
do the job that Is within his powers, ft 
has been proved long ago, that dis- 
itncilofks cause more trouble than they 
ore worth. Both management and men 
are agreed on chis/' 

V^'^lty dif we warn so Tuite out 
ai lif^P 

To us, oiler rcddiag dll ihe iiieru- 
ime of ihe problems of apprencicc* 
ship ia industry enstived 10 iradiiioii 
uad cra.il exclusiveness, lius comes ^ 
a brcdib of fresh air. Inscead of tak¬ 
ing dboui the prescrvdrion of privi- 
kge. ne is talking of the autonomy 
of workers us a whole, the same 
jcmoJid for autonamv as the Roch* 
juie apprentices rruikc. And it leads 
us to a anal queaiion: do ive 

> 4 / Unit oui of iljt}' U'hy 
caii'E we U<\ise .* forui at wcial 
virgaiiisahon which pcrmiis young 
people lo irv o.*t ftrst one OCvupa* 
uon. duTft uLoiher. or to work at uti 
)0£r in the dofijmci uud 
iiijuor oBc in die wtmer, or u* st^Ciy 
.(i wutur and work in sumriier 
1 L 4 cJofti^uusl Nlafsiiuli 
JbN.wles uifo, or ft* *\4»iirujkC 
aiftl niuHUul Wnitk as 
itn fl CfuviljJCS cd 

«AV<)po(loa kslukh lulatc UHlutlilai 
vlifirtfUrptwefB makes meviUlng can 
tsg MhiUst^ m the Way Rgg 
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ccoftiiiiuc Ufia dfnurcauon 
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LETTER 

What the 
Observer did not ' 
Publish in Full 

To THE Editors of Freedom. j 
The Obser\*t‘r oi 23/10/60 pub- j 
lished a letter of mine correcting ] 
Philip Toynbee’s statement about \ 
the ending of Orwells' Antmui form | 
and its pertinence to present-day | 
mternational affairs. But the whole I 
letter was not published: certain 
sentences were omitted and replaced 
by a funny picture by Haro. Here 
is the original letter in full, with the 
omitted material in bmekets, 

"To the Editor of Tht Observer ^ 

Sir, 

In his review of To tfie Finland 
SiQtioH Philip Toynbee retails on 
incident which he alleges to 
occur at the end of Orwell’s 
Antmcti farm -—The spectacle I 
through the open window of the I 
farmhouse, of the pigs dancing oa 
two legs with the farmers’ wives’. 
This incident docs not occur in 
Animui Farm, [but perhaps it is a ' 
''screen memory’ in the Freudiaa | 
sense, in Mr. Toynbee’s mind 
covering up the sigoiffcant fact of 
what did occur at the end of the 
book,] The ending is a terrible 
row breaking out between pigs and 
men because Napoleon and Mr, ! 
Pilkingion had each played on ace 
of Spades simultaneously, [Here 
Orwell scores tuil marks for pn> 
phcfic Insight, for surely this is 
what has happened in U.K-O," 
Orwell did not predict future 
amity between the ruiers of Russia 
and the eiiern capitalist ^>wcfs. 
The uiiin’uite horror oi’ both 
Anitnal Farm «ud N’ W binluJUi 

.VYti/avi lie* iA litv L>v C I hat ii\C 

-J L,b(e^ a*-*he **s--4\* t\S >tie 

[v>w *'1 eUie leads i,o lun.* 

uier i,ic cU«e\:, 4 U 

w: i ., r I i ' . - , I - . *. ■ '2 v\ s I k I a \;e lo oe 

Nv>^^^, kiiv i,.'*,;; pk,ui 

Utai k^akv, u* tx: cui(.ided 

Un ^ a Uh. k OS SlNtCC 

.!► iV LLi-'lw .Uv 

wvdviiua ii* iLe Uiidaiv *•: lae 

L‘*kkk Was ue^**ieO ko kfte tk*{iuy 
iUaSt;a(ivi*k lepLw.ug khe nnsvtng 
sentcriwes. VV tiai 1 t>b|eci L 1.1 15 that 
ill the tiLua I'soiats of the letter 
bui been diopj^ that what Orwell 
foretoki has vx>mc to pass in U.N.O. 
-that p^-Bohdii^vik. and fanner* 
capiUilist played their 

wimtluucousiv. I 
nf«( the h>!<^gen 

k Mich a view of 
L i& not 


Meetings ai 
Announcement 

L0X»0-\ -\-XARCHIST 
GROUP and MAL-iTEST-4. , 
DEBATING SOCBEnt' 

IMPOaT-\NT 
MEETINGS WILL BE : 

in bai£men[, 5, Caledonian Ruad, 1 
(near King s Cross Sudan) 
Sundays at 7.30 p,m_ 
aU W^ltome. 

OCT. 30.—Jack Robinson on 
THE SIEGE OF SIDNEY SIR 

XOV, 6,— A, Rijk o#i 
THE VOCABLL,aRY OF POL 
NOV. iJ, —^Tony Gibson on 
THE PRESS .AS ,A SOURCE 
OF MISINFORMATION 
NOV, 20.—Ian Leslie on 
Subject 10 be mmouivcrd 
NOV. 27, —Lin Celniek on 
THE KRONST.aDT REVOLT 


London Anarchist Group 
AN EXPERIMENT IX 
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION 
MEETINGS 

Irr Thursday of each momk as S p.m, 
,At Jack and Mary Stevenson's, 

6 Suiufon Rdad, Enfield, Mid^. 
hasi Wednesday of each moiuh at 
S p.m. 

Ac Dorothy Banssi's^ 

45 Twyford Avrnne^ Foetis Green, N,2. 
U'/ Wednesday of tkach month at p.m. 
.\t Cniin Ward's, 

33 EUerby Screet, Fullum, S^W. 6 w 


Study Group on Xon-V'iolent 
Defence 

i k ■co' r .v/^ 

r *v'*> lfiu;vLi> al S p. - j 

ig C i TVlvr- VS ik, 1 

I., ■ L 

NOV v Aiiiiswv i, WV’.*vc, 6L-: 

A NON V'lOi EN i ^ .\MPa 1GN: 
NURVV-SV IN THt SSORID 
WAR 
NOV 

Rk SlNTANCt TO lOTAt H ARiVN- 
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